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PUERTO RICAN COLttTITTSE TO STUDY LE.'̂il' TOBACCO INTDUSTRY 

• On instructions of the Administrator of the VJage and Hour Division, U. S. 

Department of Labor, the .Special Industry Cor.Tiittee for Puerto Rico, will 

begin an investigation of conditions in the leaf tobocco industry of the Island. 

The committee will hold a public hearing April 22 at 10:00 A,M, in Room 3229 of 

the Department of Labor Building in Washington, Interested persons may appear 

upon giving notice by April 10 to the Industry Comraittee Branch, Wage and Hour 

Division, (Federal Register, March 11, 1941) '" - "̂'••-• -

Resignations of Laurence J, Mai'tin, of VJashington, D. C , and P. J, Rosaly, 

of Ponce, Puerto Rico, as employer representatives on the comm-ittee, v/ere 

announced today. At the same time the appointment of Belarmino Suarez, of San 

Juan, Puerto Rico, and Thomas C, Breen, of Nev? York, to the com.̂ .ittee was 

annoiinced. The tv/o nev/ members are clos.jly associated with the Puerto Rican 

tobacco industry, Belarmino Suarez is president of Tabacaleros Unidos, a leaf 

tobacco association of Puerto Rico. Thomas C. Breen is a member of the board of 

directors of tho Cigcr Manufacturw.rs Association of /jncrica. Inc., and for a 

number of years associated with the Puerto Rican American Tobacco Company, Both 

are familiar with general conditions on the Island as well as the trade problems 

of grov/ing, handling, stripping and marketing of Puerto Rican tobacco. 

The Puerto Rican committee is chargad with investigating conditions in the 

industries of Puerto Rico and recommending to the Administrator of tho VJage and 

Hour Division, minimum wag-c r-.tes for all employee.'- who are engaged in commerce 

or the production of goods for co.iim-irco. These rates v/hich may be lower than 

30 cents but not higher than 40 cents, must be the highest which will not curtail 

• • (7533) 



- £ -

employment on the Island or give -any iidu.5:try there a competitive advantage 

over an industry in the United States. The Adnin'istriitor will hold a pviblic 

he.aring in Puerto Rico after the rt>coirjr;a:idatio-as of the Corri.;n.itteo are received. 

The Administrator has directed the invcsti.j: tio:- of the leaf tobacco industry 

of Puerto Eico although under the present regulations most of the employees of 

this industry on the Island are exempt from the provisions of the Wage and Hour 

Law. . . . '' •.. y '. ' . 

lias- invcstig-..-.tion, hov/over, is b̂ jing vmdei taken at this timo iu order that the 

Administr-"'.tor may have before him a minimum wage recomiriGiidation '.vhon considering 

in the near future possible revirions of the ragulations defining tho "area of 

production." 
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